Some contributions of signal detection theory to the analysis of stimulus control in animals.
This paper reviews some applications of Signal Detection Theory (SDT) to the quantitative analysis of non-human animal discrimination. The basic detection model is briefly outlined and the separation of sensitivity and bias is illustrated. Several other applications and ideas are reviewed, including the rating method, some implications of signal and criterion variance, and the measurement of 'guesses' not encompassed by standard SDT. The conceptual framework and analytic tools of SDT help to clarify processes underlying stimulus control and provide direction to more complete process models.